ASIL MANCH (LITIGANT’S FORUM)

It has become evident from our experience of a decade that the nexus between the judges, lawyers and the police is still exploiting the vulnerable. The justice delivery mechanisms are found replete with corruption, procedural delays, misuse of power and improper administration. The justice delivery mechanisms need to be freed from such degrading clutches and those who are parts of the system cannot do this task. Therefore to make the justice delivery mechanisms just and accessible to the people, it is the affected who should come together and act. A forum called the Asil Manch–the Litigant’s Forum, would do this task. C.S.J. will provide support to the Asil Manch in generating awareness about the rights of litigants, provide with legal support raise issues of efficiency, transparency and accountability of judiciary. This forum will work as a countervailing force against the erring justice delivery mechanisms and would operate from the perspective not of rights to be needed but of rights to be exercised and demanded. 

The legal support of C.S.J. to Asil Manch will facilitate participation of the community at large in accessing the justice delivery mechanisms. It aims at setting up of a system where the forum itself, the justice delivery mechanism and C.S.J. are mutually accountable. The forum will also be contributing towards building the efficiency & effectiveness of the social justice lawyers by demanding a more transparent approach towards its stakeholders. 

Asil Manch will be advocating on the below given issues: ​-

	Field Unit
	Issues Identified

	Kanooni Sewa Ane Margdarshan Kendra, Amreli
	· Activating Consumer

       Redressal Forum

· Permanent office of Assistant

       Labour Commissioner

	Kanooni Salah Kendra, Khedbrahma & Modasa
	· Abolish the time limit in 

       cases of recovery

	Nyay Path, Vyara
	· Litigant will defend     

       herself/himself

· Women will participate

       actively in nyay panch

	Kanooni Sahay Kendra, Ahwa
	· Demand for full-court

· Asking for clarity regarding

       the powers of District

       Panchayat Or the Collector              

       under Section 73 (A) (A)

	 Centre for Social Justice, Bharuch
	· Issues of human rights

       violations & labour rights

· Issues pertaining to police

· Issue of speedy disposal of   

       cases in the labour court

	Centre for Social Justice, Amod
	· Administrative & civic 

       amenities in the court

· Pressurise the judiciary for

       disposal of maintenance 

       related cases within three 

       months of its admission


Key Decisions

1. Asil Manch is an instrument for pro-active socio-legal advocacy and should take the form of a closed organisation;

2. Asil Manch will be registered at the State level as a separate identity, where the members of C.S.J. will be its key functionaries—The committee shall consist of 3 local members of C.S.J., 2 members from the A.R.U. and 2 external members;

3. For the initial two years it will be a project governed by C.S.J., where active attempts shall be made to enhance the participation of people;

4. The membership fees will be payable annually, the litigants can pay their membership fees for a maximum of 3 years at a stretch.

	Particulars
	Amount

	Registration Charges
	Rs. 5/- only

	Membership Fees
	Rs. 5/- only

	Three Years Fee
	Rs. 25/- only

	Informal Group Fees Per Annum
	Rs. 50/-  only

	Organisational Fees Per Annum
	Rs. 250/- only (Includes subscription Rs. 40/- only towards Sunavani)


It will maintain a separate account where the membership fees of the forum will be deposited. But the amount deposited will be available for utilisation only to the unit that has deposited that amount in the account at the State level;

5. It will prepare a listing of several different issues affecting the litigants and if there are more than 15 issues, then the issues will be prioritized for further actions;

6. Only the members of litigants’ forum will be able to access the services of the forum and only such cases shall be taken-up for legal intervention that comply with the norms of C.S.J.;

7. A quarterly operational report of the Asil Manch will be sent to all its members.

