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ABOUT
US

WHO ARE WE?

Established in 1993, the Institute for
Development Education and Learning - Centre
for Social Justice (CSJ) is a human rights
organization fighting for the rights of the
marginalized and the vulnerable, principally in
the sphere of access to justice. Inspired by
Freirean thought, CSJ has been active in more
than eight States across India creating human
rights interventions using law as a key strategy
through an intimate engagement with grassroots
realities. Central to CSJ’s efforts are its
institutional interventions in legal reform and
research which bridge and symbiotically combine
grassroots activism, law and policy-making on a
wide gamut of issues concerning the rights of
women, Dalits, Adivasis, minorities and other
socially vulnerable groups. The law centres –
consisting of a team of lawyers, paralegals and
researchers – not only provide litigative support
and outreach to communities but become nodes
for the propagation of a more holistic conception
of Human Rights that incorporates a vision for
peace and justice beyond the confines of the
rights-framework.
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OBJECT IVES

Fight injustice, discrimination and establish rule of law.
Increase awareness and sensitivity of huma rights issues amongst stakeholders.
Provide platform for different stakeholders to discuss various human rights issues
affecting vulnerable communities namely, Dalits, Tribals, Minorities, and other vulnerable
groups.
Improve the quality of legal education a various level including local communities, law
colleges and state bodies such as the Police Academy, Jail Training Institute etc.
Provide quality legal services to the vulnerable groups specially women, Dalits, Tribals and
prisoners.
Link grassroots experience with policy level advocacy for law reforms.

RESPONSE STRATEGY

Legal aid
Legal awareness
Alternative Dispute Resolution
Law Reform
Legal capacity building



CENTRE FOR SOCIAL  JUST ICE PAGE |  03

LAW CENTRE

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS PROGRAM FOR LEGAL
EMPOWERMENT (YPPLE)

The Young Professionals Program for Legal Empowerment (YPPLE) anchored by CSJ is
designed to equip young legal professionals to become powerful change agents by giving
them the opportunity to develop a holistic understanding of how legal empowerment can
contribute to social change through an intimate engagement with field realities. Many YPPLEs
continue to be associated with CSJ beyond the duration of the program and are helping CSJ
fulfill its vision towards society.

VARIOUS PROGRAMS OF CSJ

The Law Centre is the node through which CSJ carries out its systemic socio-legal
interventions in its field area. It is also a singular point in the community for a wide variety of
services and activities, both from the standpoint of the community, as well as, from the
programmatic standpoint of the organization.

NYAYIKA

Nyayika was initiated as a chain of multi-specialty law centres offering affordable professional
legal services at the grassroots working towards the end of increasing access to justice, both
substantial and procedural. Nyayika law centres (https://tinyurl.com/csjlawcentre) offer legal
aid and advice in all types of legal matters, including civil, criminal, revenue, consumer, labour,
and do so at a fixed fee in order to ensure sustainability of the model.

CAPACITY  BUILDING

Capacity building both internal and external (i.e. of other organizations and individuals) is an
institutional mandate. It is also one of CSJ’s work areas where it had grown significantly –
thanks in no small part to the organization’s rich and varied experience of grassroots realities.
The organization works in the lawyer-paralegal framework, and trainings are oriented towards
strengthening the understanding of legal systems. The second pillar on which CSJ’s capacity
building is based on is the question of relevancy. Taking forward from its pedagogical output
is the natural conclusion that the knowledge, skills, and perspectives discussed through the
process of capacity building be relevant to the recipient’s context, work and surroundings.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HSDiK2ghG8
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DARIYA NO DAYRO

Due to the coast’s strategic location, and the communities residing on the coast, it is subject
to various kinds of vulnerabilities, in terms of socio-economic rights, climate change and
environmental degradation. CSJ follows a bottom up approach wherein cadre at the ground
level from the community itself is prepared which in turn feeds into other spheres, and
facilitates legal awareness and policy change.

REHNUMA

Since the 2002 Gujarat communal riots, CSJ has actively engaged with minority communities
to ensure access to justice delivery, respond to abuses of human rights and facilitate
entitlements under various government welfare programs. Carrying this forward, CSJ
partnered with organizations in 6 states to develop the Rehnuma Entitlement Facilitation
Centres. Rehnuma model remains to this day, unique in its conceptualization of a holistic
socio- economic rights intervention, bringing together three distinct approaches towards
empowerment, under separate State policies and laws.

LAWYERS FOR CHANGE

The Lawyers for Change program is the result of CSJ's vision of creating a cadre of grassroots
lawyers. The program trains and equips lawyers from vulnerable communities in leadership
as well as legal skills and knowledge to influence change at the community and district/taluka
court level. Running since 1994, the program has been instrumental in the development of
community-based leadership as a mechanism for social transformation. Currently, sixteen
lawyers, cutting across various communities, from remote areas are engaged under this
program, out of which twelve are women. Of these sixteen lawyers, six belong to the
Scheduled Tribes community, three belong to the Scheduled Caste community, two belong to
the minority community, and four belong to the OBCs while one belongs to the general
category.
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EXPANSE OF WORK DONE BY
CSJ
GEOGRAPHICAL EXPANSE
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THEMATIC  EXPANSE
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IMPACT STORIES
GUMLA,  JHARKHAND

Case 1: A ten year old boy, Majeed Sameem was trafficked to Delhi by a Trafficking network.
He was working at the factory for the next ten years in inhuman conditions. After
deterioration of his health, he was thrown on to the streets after which rescuers admitted
him to a hospital. His family was informed about his whereabouts and then he returned to his
hometown in a miserable condition where he had to breathe through a pipe. An FIR was then
filed after which the trafficker was arrested and then out on bail for three years. He started
blackmailing the family members to take back the case while also trying to bribe them. The
Gumla Unit got wind of this fact and wrote a letter to the District Legal Services Authority
after which, the DLSA ordered Majeed to be shifted to a hospital in Ranchi and was then
operated upon and recovered brilliantly and even started to walk. The team constantly
worked to get the bail of the trafficker cancelled, and eventually got it cancelled and is now in
custody. The unit motivated the family to fight for their rights which resulted in visits from the
family to the DLSA.
 
Case 2: Abhishek  Tirkey, a minor was falsely implicated as  Naxal.   Abhishek was already in
custody and  under trial  when the case was identified by RLC members. He
was counseled and the case was taken up where in all the three cases under UAPA, Arms Act,
and IPC  were argued before the Court through the Centre and he was acquitted of the
charges in all the three cases, declaring him innocent.
 
 AMRELI ,  GUJARAT

Amreli power plant is situated in the Sawarkundla taluka of Amreli district. The power plant
was operating on the condition that the waste from the farms would be used for operation
but instead, the power plant started using plastic which resulted in pollution of the lands of
40-50 farmers. They lacked basic amenities and infrastructure to voice their concerns. An RTI
was filed by the Amreli unit seeking information about the operation of the plant from the
Collector who then transferred the petition to another department. This department did not
give a satisfactory response and hence, an RTI was then filed in the Gujarat Pollution Control
Board. A legal notice was also issued simultaneously to the company for causing distress to
the farmers and violating their legal rights. The company then started using anti-social means
to pressurize the farmers, so much so that an application for protection was filed with the PSI,
but the farmers were vehement, and did not back down. After a few days, a visit to the factory
revealed that it had shut down. This shut down was a result of constant pressure and usage
of government machinery to help farmers get their rights. The farmers want to take the battle
to the next level and won’t back down. This is a direct result of legal empowerment.
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BILASPUR,  CHHATTISGARH

Case 1: A young woman was brutally beaten up by her family members on the accusation of
her being a witch after her sister-in-law heard her singing a song while drying clothes. The
sister-in-law called all the family members out including another sister-in-law, two brothers-in-
law, their kids, father-in-law, mother-in-law, and they started beating her up. When her
children tried to intervene they were stated to be in support of her and were beaten up too.
The woman, with the help of her mother, visited the Legal Aid Centre of the Bilaspur Unit and
took aid from a lawyer and it came to the notice of the lawyer that the woman had already
been subject to torture. Her hair had been cut by her husband and sister-in-law and the
matter had also gone to the Panchayat wherein it was suggested that the woman should be
sent to her parent’s home as there was a possibility of her death. The unit then went ahead
and filed an FIR in the Sarkanda Police Station. The Police refused to book the accused under
the Witchcraft Atrocities Prevention Act and instead booked only under IPC, despite this being
an offence under section 4 and 5 of the said act. After the lawyer from the Centre wrote to
the Bilaspur Police Station and also the local Police Station, an offence was registered under
Sections 4 and 5 of the Act. 
 
Case 2: In this case, there were eight accused from a single home, of which the lawyer from
the unit was representing the Minor. The victim in the case had been abusing the accused
family for a couple of days after which he was found dead due to pesticide poisoning. On the
fateful day, there had been a spat between the victim and the accused’s family and hence the
family of the victim blamed everyone in the family. But the minor had gone to the
neighbouring village for filling his Tenth Standard form, which was proved by the lawyer of the
unit. The rest of the seven accused were sentenced to life imprisonment while the boy was
acquitted. 
 
Case 3: A Dalit man by the name of Satish Norge was killed in the custody of the Police. The
Dalit colony in the town of Nariyara was not provided with electricity for about 15 days after
which there were protests at the electricity department, after which the supply of electricity
was stopped to the village. After this, the Station in charge called a few people over to the
station and beat Satish Norge up with a rod to death and also made his twelve-year old son
clean up the vomit of his father. In this case, the unit did fact-finding, filed an FIR, got the
accused arrested, represented the victim’s family and got them a compensation of Rs
13,00,000. The accused were sentenced to life imprisonment but were not booked under the
SC/ST Atrocities Act.
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RAIPUR,  CHHATTISGARH

The victim was a twenty two year old woman who was lured into an affair by a married man
who promised to marry her. He then took her to Maharashtra and lived there for two months
with her during which they indulged in sexual intercourse. The woman got pregnant and the
man, telling her that he is giving her some medicine gave her a tablet which resulted in her
miscarriage and deterioration of her health. The man then abandoned her and after the
woman’s efforts to contact him, started to blackmail her and also stated that they were from
different castes hence they can’t be together.  The Centre, after getting wind of this case
through the woman, wrote to the Police Station in Rakhi to take cognizance of this matter but
was refused due to lack of jurisdiction as it came under the Bhatpara Jurisdiction. The Police
Commissioner and the Women’s Commission were then written to and then an RTI was filed
to get additional information. Then the Bhatpara Police registered an FIR under sections
376/450 and SC/ST Act. A Special Court was set up and the accused was convicted for ten
years and compensation of Rs 2 lakhs was awarded to the victim through the SC/ST
Prevention of Atrocities Board.

SOUTH GUJARAT

Case 1: Bilmad, a village in Dang district of South Gujarat was facing acute water
shortage and dangerous roads due to its terrain as well as other circumstances. The problem
had turned into a drastically difficult situation which led to the women of the families sleeping
near the wells in the nights along with their utensils so as to give themselves an opportunity
to get access to the limited water resource in the wells. CSJ’s Dang unit mobilized the entire
population of the village and conducted a Special Gram Sabha under Panchayat (Extension to
Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 and passed a resolution because of which the Gram Panchayat
was forced to release funds for repairing the bore wells in the village and for construction of a
water tank. In the neighbouring village Garmal, women of the community took up leadership
for securing their right of access to water and held a meeting with the Collector for the same.   
Another resolution was passed in Garmal through which the District Panchayat released a
fund of Rs 26,00,000 for reparation and construction of road towards the village. 
 
Case 2: A fourteen year old girl was approached by a man who convinced her into running
away with him by promising her a better future. She left her village and ran away with him in
2018. The family of the victim lodged a complaint against the accused at the local police 
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station. The police were lackadaisical in their approach. After a few months, the family
decided to approach the DSP by writing him letters concerning the case. The DSP on the
other hand failed to take any action. The family of the victim then finally approached CSJ in
Bharuch. Centre for Social Justice conducted fact-finding on this case and after a few days,
along with plain cloths policemen discovered the victim’s whereabouts and filed a Habeas
Corpus petition in the Gujarat High Court. After conducting a Sonography, the test revealed
that the girl was 3 months pregnant. CSJ through our lawyer further filed a writ petition in the
court for abortion. The girl was then taken to Sayaji Hospital in Baroda by CSJ. The girl was
admitted in the hospital for three days during which she underwent an abortion and was
subsequently reunited with her family. 

MADHYA PRADESH

Case 1: A 17 year old girl was sexually harassed by her neighbour. She was pushed inside the
house by two men and one of the men sexually harassed her. She somehow managed to
escape but after a couple of days, because of constant pressure and threats by the accused’s
family, she committed suicide.     The Police refused to file an FIR for about seven days. A
Lawyers’ for Change Fellow from Betul took up this case. He called other officials and also
informed the media, and hence pressure was created on the police authorities. An FIR was
lodged the next day itself under section 305 of IPC and Section 3,4,7,8 of POCSO Act. The
investigation is now ongoing and the Fellow is keeping close track of the case. 
 
Case 2: Meet, a Dalit boy from Patan district was beaten up by a few men from upper caste.
He was dragged out of his house and beaten up because they thought that Meet was in
relationship with a girl from an upper caste. This case became national news and many NGOs
came together to get the FIR registered. Our fellow from Patan, was also one of the lawyers
who ensured that Meet received the requisite legal aid. Later on an FIR was registered under
SC/ST Act and Meet was awarded an amount of 70,000 as interim compensation in which
CSJ’s Lawyers for Change Fellow played a crucial role.
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OUTREACH AND AWARENESS
PROGRAMMES 

All of CSJ's centres engage extensively with the community through various outreach activities,
including legal awareness camps, village visits, campaigns etc. The goal is not just to provide
legal assistance, but also to empower the community so that they can formulate their own
strategies and aid the community in the long run. To this extent, all centres identify and train
community volunteers, who then intervene in cases of human rights violations.
 
The table below shows all outreach programs undertaken by CSJ centres in the previous year.
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POLICY ENGAGEMENT
Comments on the Draft National Forest Policy, 2018 : The Working Group for Women’s
Land Ownership – Gujarat,  April, 2018
Redraft of CAMPA Rules in association with WGWLO, on 9th April 2018.These policies were
submitted to the Commissioner, Tribal Development Department, the Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests, Gujarat, and the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, both at the State and the Central level.

RESEARCH AND REPORTS
Paper titled “Green Revolution and its Impact on the Environment and Women
Farmers” was presented at GNLU by Titus James, Research Associate, and authored by
CSJ. 
The Paper “Re-interpreting the Rural Commons in Light of the FRA”   was presented at
the 6th Annual Conference of the Network for Rural and Agrarian Studies, titled “Wither
Rural Commons? State, Policy Natural Resources, and Agrarian Change” in Gandhinagar on
22nd September, 2018.  This paper was presented as a WGWLO paper with CSJ as one of
the authors. 
A Report on Forest Rights Act titled, “Forest Rights, Legal Wrongs:  Grassroots Realities
and Forest Rights Act, 2006 in Gujarat” was prepared based on CSJ’s experiences on the
ground level implementation. The Report was shared with MAKAAM partners and
government officials including Commissioner and TDD.
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CAPACITY  BUILDING
Central to CSJ’s efforts is building competencies among individuals who are passionate about
social justice and want to play an active role in being powerful change agents. To achieve this
goal, plethora of trainings and events are conducted to inject legal knowledge and strategies
in the people attending these events. CSJ also partners with other organisations in providing
legal training to its members.

CAPACITY  BUILDING FOR REVITAL IS ING RAINFED
AGRICULTURE NETWORK

During the scope of the year, Centre for Social Justice supported 12 Young Professionals for
advocacy as part of our collaboration with the Revitalizing Rainfed Agriculture Network.
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COLLABORATION WITH OTHER
ORGANISATIONS

WORKING GROUP OF WOMEN FOR LAND OWNERSHIP
(WGWLO)

As part of our collaboration with Working Group for Women and Land Ownership, the
following tasks were undertaken:
 

CSJ- WGWLO anchored a critique of the National Forest Policy. 
 

CSJ, in collaboration with WGWLO, also drafted the Compensatory Afforestation Fund Rules
to make them more alignment with Tribal Rights.

 
CSJ also conducted training of paralegals on revenue procedures and forest rights.

 
The Paper “Re-interpreting the Rural Commons in Light of the FRA” was presented at
the 6th Annual Conference of the Network for Rural and Agrarian Studies, titled “Wither
Rural Commons? State, Policy Natural Resources, and Agrarian Change” in Gandhinagar on
22nd September, 2018.  This paper was presented as a WGWLO paper with CSJ as one of
the authors.



CENTRE FOR SOCIAL  JUST ICE PAGE |  17

GRASSROOTS LAWYERING

FACT F INDING

CSJ's primary work is in the sphere of grassroots lawyering. This involves providing legal
assistance to victims of human rights violations from vulnerable communities. It is the
experience of CSJ lawyers and paralegals from this domain that informs both policy and
capacity building initiatives of the organisation. Below is an overview of fact findings, cases
and claims done by CSJ law centres in the previous year. 
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CASES AND CLAIMS

Claims and cases filed between April 2018 - March 2019



CENTRE FOR SOCIAL  JUST ICE PAGE |  19

F INANCIAL  IMPACT



CENTRE FOR SOCIAL  JUST ICE PAGE |  20



CENTRE FOR SOCIAL  JUST ICE PAGE |21

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

CSJ was awarded GuideStar India Gold (Advanced
Level) by GuideStar India team based on verifying
financial and legal compliances through a thorough
scrutiny of registration documents, tax returns, FCRA
returns, audited financial statements & auditor's
reports, public disclosures, reporting key facts to
stakeholders as per our Annual Report disclosure
template and confirmation of third-party site visits and
references.



Centre for Social Justice won the first prize in the ‘Stories of
Change’ annual competition conducted by Azim Premji
University for its submission titled ‘Raan Rede: Community
Radio Intervention’.

PAGE |22
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GOVERNANCE AND F INANCE
A separate unit called Governance and Financial Services (GFS) handles Governance and
Finance of IDEAL CSJ. This is an autonomous unit, which provides a range of Governance and
Finance related services to CSJ as well as other organizations. During the year 2018-19, GFS
organized two meetings of the IDEAL CSJ Board of Trustees and three meeting of its Finance
and Monitoring Committee. 
 
 

DIVERSITY  PROFILE  OF  STAFF  AS  ON 31 MARCH 2019

DISTRIBUTION OF STAFF  ACCORDING TO PAYMENT AND
GENDER AS  ON 31 MARCH 2019
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L IST  OF  TRUSTEES AS  ON 31 MARCH 2019

LEADERSHIP  D IVERSITY  



CENTRE FOR SOCIAL  JUST ICE PAGE |  25

F INANCIAL  STATEMENT 2018-19
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IDEAL-Centre for Social Justice
C-106, Royal Chinmay, Opposite IOC Pump Off Judges Bungalow

Road, Bodakdev
Ahmedabad, Gujarat 380054

Phone: + 91-79-26854248
Email: socjust@gmail.com


